M A H A T M A
On June 10 a war conference was held at Bombay under the
chairmanship of the Governor, Lord Willingdon. He inflicted on his
audience a severe sermon on Home Rulers whose bona fides he
called into question. Tilak was called upon to speak but was not
allowed to make a mention of Home Rule and had to stop. Messrs.
Jinnahj Horniman, Kelkar and Karandikar also were interrupted by
the Governor at the mention of Home Rule.
Gandhi presided at a public meeting held in Bombay to protest
against the Governor's behaviour at the conference. He condemned
Lord Willingdon's gratuitous insult to the Home Rulers. But he impr-
essed upon the people the necessity of helping Britain in her crisis.
"With a true Home Ruler, it must be an article of faith that the
empire must be saved/5 said Gandhi. 'Tor in its safety lies the
fruition of this fondest hope. How could we wish harm to our would-
be partner without hurting ourselves? I wish I could still persuade
the country to accept my view that absolutely unconditional and
whole-hearted co-operation with the Government on the part of
educated India will bring us within sight of our goal of swaraj as
nothing else will."
Tilak threw himself for some time into the recruiting work. As a
guarantee of his good faith he had sent to Gandhi a cheque for
Rs. 50,000, the amount to be forfeited if certain conditions were not
fulfilled by Tilak. He undertook to recruit 5,000 persons from
Maharashtra, if Gandhi could secure a promise from the Govern-
ment beforehand that Indians would get commissioned ranks in the
army. Gandhi's position was that the help should not be in the nature
of a bargain and he, therefore, returned the cheque to Tilak.
On June 23 Gandhi issued an appeal from Nadiad to the people
ofKheda in particular and of Gujarat in general:
"If we want to learn the use of arms with the greatest possible
despatch, it is our duty to enlist ourselves in the army. There can be
no friendship between the brave and the effiminate. We are regarded
as a cowardly people. If we want to become free from the reproach,
we should learn the use of arms. The easiest and straightest way,
therefore, to win swaraj is to participate in the defence of the empire.
If the empire perishes, with it perish our cherished aspirations.
Some say that if we do not secure rights just now, we would be
cheated afterwards. The power acquired in defending the empire will
be the power that can secure those rights/5